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RNUS, GIC, Kyoto University
and the University of Tokyo carry out
field survey in Thailand

On January 10, 2008, Drs.
Takeuchi, Worakanchana (ICUS) and
Suzaki (Kyoto University), carried
out a field survey at Buriram,
northeast of Bangkok. The objective
of this field survey was to install soil
moisture and temperature probes to
validate data along with an
estimation of soil moisture using
active microwave satellite data for
the mitigation of drought impact.

RNUS Seminar
Drs. Takeuchi and
Worakanchana organized a seminar
on the topic “Toward a partnership
on disaster management and remote

NhANE S ' |
= '
M mhh
Group photo of speakers
and organizers at RNUS seminar

i
‘Wl
]
’4&; 2

X

RNUS Activities

sensing/GIS technologies” at AIT
Center on February 8, 2008. The
objective of this seminar was to create
the environment for remote sensing/
GIS and disaster managing specialists
to exchange their opinions, point of
views and information.

The seminar started with opening
speeches by Professors Kanok-
nukulchai and Meguro followed by
presentations from ten speakers from
AIT, GISTDA, IIS, ICUS, JAXA
Thailand and Kasetsart University
(For more information see www.set.
ait.ac.th/rnus/rnusnew). Afier this, the
closing speech was given by Prof.
Yashiro, vice president of IIS. Most of
the audience in this seminar was from
Thai Government organizations.

Survey and Interview for Sustainable
Tsunami Disaster Mitigation System
Project in Phuket

Prof. Meguro led the team joined
by Drs. Takashima and
Worakanchana to collect data and
interview people for a Sustainable
Tsunami Disaster Mitigation System
for the Indian Ocean Region Project
on February 9-10, 2008. During this

trip, the research team visited Mr. C.
Sukban, Deputy Mayor of Pathong
Municipality, Ms. P. Nootmorn,
Director of Andaman Sea Fisheries
Research and Development Center,
Ms. S. Pinpradab, Director of Tourism
Authority of Thailand and Mr. C.
Kerdsom, Head of Phuket Disaster
Prevention and Mitigation Office.

Short Seminar on Transportation
at Chulalongkorn University
A half day seminar focusing on
transportation research was held on
March 25, 2008 at Chulalongkorn
University. The welcome address and
opening speech were delivered by Dr:
T. Tongthong, Head of the Civil
Engineering Department,
Chulalongkorn University. Two
speakers from the University of Tokyo
made presentations: “Urban railway
network planning in Tokyo” by Dr. H.
Kato and “Feasibility study of peak-
hour road shoulder usage in
urbanized motorways” by Dr. S.
Tanaka. The closing speech was given
by Dr. K. Choocharukul.
(By S. Tanaka
and K. Worakanchana)

The Center for Integrated Disaster Information Research was created

The Center for Integrated Disaster
Information Research (CIDIR) was
established at The University of Tokyo
on April 1st, 2008. It was launched for
integrating humanities and scientific
research on disaster information by the
Interfaculty Initiative in Information
Studies, the Earthquake Research
Institute, and the Institute of Industrial
Science (IIS). A symposium was held
for disseminating the objectives of
CIDIR establishment at IIS on March
12 and attended by more than 200
participants. A press conference was
held before the symposium.

Welcome speech by Prof. Maeda,
Director General of I1IS

Panel discussion panelists

The symposium started with
welcome speeches by Prof. Syunya
Yoshimi, Director General of
Interfaculty Initiative in Information
Studies, Prof. Syuhei Okubo, Director
General of the Earthquake Research
Institute, and Prof. Masafumi Maeda,
Director General of the Institute of
Industrial Science. Then, Prof. Yoshiaki
Kawata, Kyoto University and Prof.
Atsushi Tanaka, Director of CIDIR,
gave presentations on the future
prospective of the research activities in
CIDIR.

The latter part of the symposium
was a panel discussion on “the effective
use of disaster information for Tokyo

Audience snapshot

Metropolitan Earthquake and
expectation for CIDIR.” Six panelists
and one chairman, Noboru Yamazaki,
who is the commentator of Japan
Broadcasting Corporation joined. The
panelists were Mr. Koji Ikeuchi,
Cabinet Office, Prof. Kazuki Koketsu,
Earthquake Research Institute, Prof.
Kiyoshi Takano, CIDIR, Prof. K.
Meguro, ICUS, in addition to Prof.
Kawata and Prof. Tanaka who were the
presenters in the initial part. ICUS
wishes for a collaborative relationship
between ICUS and CIDIR.

(By M. Ohara)

ICUS Newsletter Vol. 7, No. 4




page 7

Short Course

The Directorate of Continuing
Education (DCE), Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET), in association
with BNUS arranged a short course
entitled “Disaster and Conflict—What
shall we do on it?” The course was
held on March 15-16, 2008 with the
objectives of successfully managing
the situation of natural or man made
disasters; developing a scientific
method to mitigate disaster casualties;
sharing practical experience of SIDR
cyclone from the engineering point of
view; and making a comprehensive
plan for solving urban flooding,
carthquake, etc.

A total of forty three people from
different organization participated .
Prof. Dr. A.M.M. Safiullah, Vice-
Chancellor of BUET was present as
the Chief Guest in the certificate
distribution ceremony. He handed over
the completion certificate to the
participants, who expressed their
feelings on this course. Some of them
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requested the organizer to arrange such
kind of training more as it is the current
key issue.

Building Earthquake Resistant
Masonry Houses

Most of masonry houses in
Bangladesh are not capable to resist
small to moderate earthquakes. This is
due to the lack of knowledge on how to
build an earthquake resistant house.
BNUS has been working on this
problem for a long time and is in the
final stage of publishing an Earthquake
Resistant Construction Manual for
Mason Training. After it is completed,
BNUS will arrange mason training
programs in the believe that masons are
the key for making earthquake resistant
masonry houses.

Prof. Tamura and Japanese Embassy
Staff visited BNUS

Kyoto University Professor, Dr.
Takeshi Tamura, visited BNUS on
March 3, 2008. Mr. Asai, Head of
Cultural Wing of Japanese Embassy
and Ms. Fujimoto of the NPO Asia
SEED accompanied him. They were
briefed on BNUS activities. Ms. Jahan
introduced the School Earthquake
Safety Program and Mr. Das explained
the microtremor and Ferroscan survey
conducted on the BUET buildings. Prof.
Ansary informed them about early
warning system in the coastal region in
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Bangladesh and about the Mason
Training Program.

SESP in Anandamoyee Girl’s
High School
BNUS arranged a School
Earthquake Safety Awareness Program
(SESP) in Anadamoyee Girls’ High
School situated in ward 68 at old
Dhaka. It was attended by around 200
students and was launched on March
24, 2008. Ms. Azijun Nessa, the High
School Headmistress, delivered the
opening speech and thanked BNUS for
selecting her school for such a program.
The Chief Guest, Prof. Ansary
explained the need for earthquake safety
awareness program. A video clip
depicting a deadly earthquake was
shown to the students, who were much
impressed and became eager to learn
more about earthquakes and how to
tackle them. More of such programs
were requested by the school authority.
The First Aid Training for the school
students will commence when the
school reopens.
(By M. Ansary)

* Prof’ Meguro visited Thailand from
Feb. 7 to 11 to give a presentation at
the RNUS Seminar and join the IIS
Alumni party. He also made a field
survey to Phuket, together with Drs.
Takashima and Worakanchana, to
collect data and interview people for
the project Sustainable Tsunami
Disaster Mitigation System for the
Indian Ocean Region.

* Prof. Meguro traveled to Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia to deliver a Keynote
Lecture at the Symposium on
Disaster Management and Safety of
Buildings in Arab Countries.

Dr. Ooka received the Best Poster
Award Certificate for his work:
“Proposal of New Model House
Design with Energy Efficiency for

ICUS Activities

* Dr: Ooka visited New York, US4, to
participate in the 2008 American
Society of Heating, Refrigerating and
Air-Conditioning Engineers Winter
Meeting from January 19 to 24.

* Dr. Ooka attended the Alliance for
Global Sustainability (AGS) Annual
Meeting 2008 in Boston, USA, from
Jan. 28 to Feb. 1.

* Dr. Ooka traveled to Seoul, Korea
from Feb. 27 to 29 to inspect the
present situation of ground water use
for air conditioning and others.

* Dr. Tanaka stayed at AIT for his
research work and teaching duties at

Awards
Riyadh in Saudi Arabia” at the AGS
Annual Meeting 2008 on Jan. 30.
* Mr. Tetsuro Fujita received the Tanabe
Award for his paper “A Meta-game

RNUS from Jan. 21 to Feb. 16 and
Feb. 26 to March 29.

* Dr: Worakanchana stayed at AIT for
his research work and teaching
duties at RNUS from Dec. 1 to Feb.
21 and Mar: 11 to 26.

* Dr. Worakanchana visited Dhaka,
Bangladesh from Mar. 15 to 22 to
plan a survey to assess the
vulnerability of existing building
stock.

* RC-58 committee held a general
meeting on March 27.

Analysis of Effective Strategies for
Social Movement -The cases of
NEN-O EXPWY and Sanbanze
Wetlands-"" on March 25.
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Editor’s Note

Today, May 19, I am at
Shenyang, China to join an
international workshop. This
afiernoon at 2:28pm all the people
in China prayed silently for the
people who died in the huge
earthquake that occurred in
Sichuan Province a week ago (May
12). In the workshop, presentations
were also stopped and all the
participants prayed silently for
three minutes. The number of lives
lost in the event is more than 40,000

at the moment and it is increasing as
time passes. Last month a big
hurricane attacked Myanmar and
also many lives were lost. How can
we prevent these disasters? Can we
reduce damage? The role of ICUS is
getting larger and larger.

1 retired from the University of
Tokyo last March. During these ten
years at the Institute of Industrial
Science I had the opportunity to work
at ICUS for five years. I appreciate
all ICUS members and ICUS
affiliated members who kindly and

strongly supported me during these
years. Also, I would like to thank all
ICUS newsletter readers for their
contribution to ICUS. I am now
working at the National Institute for
Environmental Studies and my
mission is still to find ways to
improve our society and to realize a
sustainable society. It has not
changed at all from ICUS days. 1
hope that I can continue
collaborating with old friends. Thank
you again!

(By Y. Yasuoka)

If you would like to contribute an article to ICUS newsletter
or have any comment or suggestion, please contact the
editorial committee at icus@iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp.
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